ETH-230: ETHICS IN A DIGITAL AGE

[bookmark: _g617m12rcneb]Module 1—Exploring Ethical Theories



[bookmark: _r3ipadybvecm]OVERVIEW
Module 1 provides an overview of major ethical theories to establish a framework for exploring digital technology issues from an ethical perspective. This module will also discuss the differences between ethics and the law. 



[bookmark: _ckcpgbref7cy]TOPICS
Module 1 covers the following topics:

· What is ethics? 
· Difference between ethics and law
· Deontological and consequentialist moral reasoning  



[bookmark: _3aat12k9oya7]OBJECTIVES
After successfully completing Module 1, you should be able to:

MO1.1   Describe the major ethical theories of deontological and consequentialist   
              moral reasoning. 

MO1.2   Examine the intersection of ethics and law. 

MO1.3   Analyze the way in which you make ethical judgments. 

Course objectives covered in this module include CO2, CO4, CO5



[bookmark: _gq8d4m953f24]STUDY MATERIALS
[bookmark: _r73bh7mcwuhv]Readings
· Module 1 Commentary 
· Saylor Academy. (2012). What is ethics? In Introduction to the law of property, estate planning, and insurance.
· Ethics Unwrapped. (2019). Ethics.
· Ethics Unwrapped. (2019). Consequentialism.
· Ethics Unwrapped. (2019). Deontology.
· Scalable Cooperation, MIT Media Lab. (n.d.). Moral machine: Human perspectives on machine ethics.


[bookmark: _o3wky7n588fi]Videos
· Burroughs, M. D. (2016, April 4). The significance of ethics and ethics education in daily life. [TEDx Talks].
· Sandel, M. (2009, September 4). Justice: What’s the right thing to do? Episode 01: The moral side of murder [Video file]. Harvard University.



[bookmark: _pjw5p3tawpzr]ACTIVITIES
Module 1 has three activities. Please consult the Course Calendar for the due dates.

[bookmark: _qwtvapq2ls9z][image: Icon image]Introductions Forum (Video Post)
In the Introductions Forum, create a video response to the topics below. Identify the forum in which you are participating in the subject line of your thread (e.g., “Introductions/[Your Name]”). Reply to at least two classmates’ responses by the date indicated in the Course Calendar.

· Your reasons for taking this course
· Your interest in ethics and technology
· Your background in general
· Your experience with online learning
· Your expectations from this course

Note: The Introductions Forum is not graded but required.

For instructions on how to record and upload your video response, review following document: Using Video Tools in Moodle.

[bookmark: _tweohaahvrid][image: Icon image]Discussion Forum 1
In Discussion Forum 1, post your response to the following discussion question. Make sure your initial post is substantive (200-300 words). Reply to at least two classmates’ responses substantively (100-150 words) by the date indicated in the Course Calendar.

After reviewing the resources, “What Is Ethics?” and The Significance of Ethics and Ethics Education in Daily Life, respond to the following:

· In your own words, define ethics. 
· How is ethics different from the law? 
· Why do you think it’s important that individuals and organizations not only follow the law but act ethically as well? Why might this be particularly important in our digital age?
· Think of an example of one of the following scenarios: 
· A company or individual acted in a way that was ethical but illegal.
· A company or individual acted in a way that was unethical but legal.
Describe the scenario and why you think it’s ethical or unethical.

 [MO1.2, MO1.3] 

[bookmark: _ktkrmypgnolj][image: Icon image]Written Assignment 1
In the lecture “Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do,” Harvard professor Michael Sandel discusses two types of moral reasoning: categorical and consequentialist. Categorical moral reasoning is a type of deontological moral reasoning based on rights and duties regardless of the consequences. Consequentialist moral reasoning bases morality on the consequences of an act rather than the act itself. Sandel describes what is often called the “trolley dilemma.”

With the advent of self-driving vehicles we have an updated version of the trolley dilemma. The Moral Machine is a project by MIT that is using crowdsourcing to help make autonomous vehicles “moral.” Visit the Moral Machine website provided in the Study Materials for this module and view the short video. Click “Start Judging” at the bottom of the page and go through a few scenarios.

Consider the trolley dilemma that is described in Sandel’s lecture. In an essay of 500 words, discuss the following: 

· Do you find yourself siding with a consequentialist or categorical (deontological) approach to moral reasoning in this case? Why?

· After reviewing the Moral Machine, describe the observations you can make about yourself in how you are judging moral actions. What ethical questions are being raised for you? 

· Which scenario do you think is most ethical of the two scenarios described below? Which type of moral reasoning (categorical or consequentialist) would support your view? Explain. Consider the legal issues like vehicular manslaughter and liability. Who is accountable? How might laws need to be reexamined to accommodate self-driving vehicles?

 
Scenario 1
The self-driving car with sudden brake failure will continue ahead and crash into a barrier. This will result in the following deaths of the passengers in the car:
· 1 man
· 1 woman
· 1 boy
 

Scenario 2
The self-driving car with sudden brake failure will swerve and drive through a pedestrian crossing in the other lane. This will result in the following deaths of pedestrians:
· 1 man
· 1 woman
· 1 dog

(Note that the affected pedestrians are abiding by the law by crossing on the green signal.)

[image: Diagram of Scenario 1 on left and diagram of Scenario 2 on right]
 
 [MO1.1, MO1.2, MO1.3]
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